Teratology of intravaginally administered contraceptive jelly containing octoxynol-9 in rats.
Octoxynol-9, a nonionic surfactant used as a spermicidal agent in ORTHO-GYNOL (registered trademark) Contraceptive Jelly (Ortho Pharmaceutical Corporation, Raritan, NJ), was administered intravaginally to pregnant Sprague Dawley COBS CD rats at dosages of 0.5 mg/kg/day and 5 mg/kg/day (two-thirds and six times the clinical dosage) on days 6-15 of gestation in order to assess its teratogenic potential. Untreated, sham, and vehicle control groups were also incorporated into the study protocol. No meaningful differences were observed between the treated and control groups in maternal toxicity, maternal reproductive parameters, fetal toxicity, and the incidence of external, visceral, and skeletal malformations or developmental variations. It is concluded that octoxynol-9 is not embryotoxic or teratogenic when administered intravaginally to rats during organogenesis.